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Student
found dead
in home
Police: No foul
play suspected
Andrea Zimmermann
DAILY EGYPTIAN

An SIUC student was found
dead in his mobile home Wednesday
morning.
Police do not believe foul play
was involved in the death of Mikal
Donaldson, a senior from Chicago
studying communication design,
said Officer Randy Mathis.
Mathis said police responded
to a call at 10:18 a.m., where they
found Donaldson, 22, dead in his
Malibu Village mobile home on
the south end of town.
His cause of death will remain
unknown until the Jackson County
coroner performs an autopsy this
afternoon. A worker in the coroner’s office said it is likely that no
information will be available on
Donaldson’s death until Friday.
Donaldson — who was known
to his closest friends as “Mickey”
— was quiet, but could also be
See DONALDSON, Page 5
D AN CELVI ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Andrea Krueger, a sophomore studying mortuary science, tries to get her boyfriend, Nathan Liszewski, a freshman studying
mechanical engineering, to show her his cards while playing poker in Bailey Hall on Sunday night. Krueger identifies herself as

A place of their own
GLBT Resource Center offers haven for students
story by J OE C RAWFORD

I

t’s a modest office — one
desk, one chair, a few books
and magazines.
For Malinda L., this is the most
inspiring place at SIUC.
L., who requested only her last
initial to be used to avoid persecution from family, said the recentlyopened Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual
and Transgender Resource Center
in Woody Hall provides students
such as herself with a sense of
security and hope in an often
intimidating atmosphere.

L., a freshman from Shelbyville
studying English, is a transgender
student who identifies as a female.
“When I first heard about it, I
was really excited because this is
what I was hoping would be here
when I came to Carbondale,” she
said.
The purpose of the center is to
provide support for GLBT students and employees, coordinate
awareness programs and offer
books and magazines, said Paulette
Curkin, director

of the center.
More than 100 universities across the United States
have similar centers, according
to the National Consortium of
Directors of LGBT Resources in
Higher Education’s Web site.
“We’re moving ahead,” Curkin
said. “We’re doing programs,
we’re doing outreach, we’re meeting with people and hopefully
soon we’ll have furniture.”

‘‘
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hen I first
heard about
it, I was really
excited because
this is what
I was hoping
would be here
when I came to
Carbondale.

J AKE L OCKARD
D AILY E GYPTIAN

Sarah Lohman
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The possibility of SIUEdwardsville’s Cougars facing the
SIU Salukis in Division I competition became real Wednesday.
SIU’s Board of Trustees allowed
the Edwardsville campus to seek
top-tier status in the NCAA, voting
7-2 to begin the application process.

DAILY EGYPTIAN

The board’s vote will allow the
Edwardsville campus to submit a
formal application to the NCAA.
SIUE Chancellor Vaughn Vandegrift
said the process would take about
five years.
“I think this is a decision that
had a lot of thought behind it,”
Vandegrift said.
The move would require SIUE
to host four more games on its
campus and make it responsible for
NCAA attendance requirements.
Rules outlining which teams they
See SIUE, Page 5

See WOMEN, Page 5

— Malinda L.
freshman studying English

Salukis could face SIUE in Division I
SIUE
Chancellor
Vaughn
Vandegrift
talks at
Wednesday’s
Board of
Trustees
meeting in
the Student
Center.

Alicia Wade
Programming for SIUC’s observance of Women’s History Month
begins today and will include events
planned throughout the campus and
the city of Carbondale.
The theme of the month is
“Generations of Women Moving
History Forward” and will feature
events ranging from showings at the
Big Muddy Film Festival to a discussion on lesbian
writings
that
examine cultures
that condemn For the full
homosexuality. schedule of
The month Women’s History
will also fea- Month events
ture a student- go online to
directed version
www.siuc.edu.
of “The Vagina
Monologues.”
Emily Kelly-Padden, Marina
Smelyansky and Andrea White
direct the play, which was written
by Eve Ensler. It is part of a national
movement called the V-Day College
Campaign, which, according to the
V-Day Web site, strives to end violence against women and girls.
“The Vagina Monologues” will
show at 7 p.m. March 2 and 3, and at
2 p.m. March 4 at McLeod Theatre.
Tickets are $10 for the public and $5
for students with an ID.

See CURRENTS, Page 8

Edwardsville seeks
new NCAA status

Women’s
History
Month
starts today
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Getting a job in the
U.S.: Workshops for
f
international students

To chemical spills into Ohio River
Toxic

B R O O KPORT (AP) — Thousands of gallons of a toxic chemical spilled into the Ohio
River between Illinois and Kentucky
Kentuck after
af a barge hit a lock wall, environmental officials
said Wednesda
W
y.
Estimates were that up to 8,000 gallons of a petroleum-based substance called
cumene poured into the water after the accident occurred between Brookport and
Metropolis, Illinois Environmental Protection Agency spokeswoman Maggie Carson said.
Authorities at the scene W
Wednesday
ednesday af
afternoon
ternoon still were trying to assess the severity of
the spill and the hazards it could pose, she said.
The company that owns the barge, Houston-based Kirby Inland Marine said the barge
hit a guide wall of a lock Tuesday
T
night. State officials said earlier it had run aground.
Breathing cumene can cause headaches and dizziness and irritate the eyes, nose and
throat; it also can be damaging to animals directly exposed to it, according to the National
Institutes of Health Web
W site.

• 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. Today at Quigley 104B
• Job search process and U.S. work culture/
career panel: successful stories
• Free admission

Women’s basketball
bask
vs.
Missouri State

• 7:05 p.m. Today
T
at SIU Arena
• Tickets are $5 for
f adults and $3 for faculty, staff,
staff seniors and children; SIU student
admission free with valid student ID

State officials to investigate
nvestigate salmonella outbreak
AU R O RA (AP) — The Illinois Department of Public Health plans to send a special
medical investigator to Kane County because of a salmonella outbreak over the past year
that has affec
aff ted mostly Hispanic residents.
Officials haven’t located the outbreak’s source and said it’s not related to a national
strain linked to peanut butter,
butter said Claire Dobbins, the Kane County Health Department’s
t’
t’s
director of preparedness and communicable disease control.
Since January 2006, there have been 35 confirmed cases of salmonella serotype
Newport in Kane County.
ounty Of those, 22 infec
ounty.
inf ted people were Hispanic.
Another six cases have been reported but are unconfirmed, Dobbins said Tuesda
T
y.

Intervarsity
rv
rvarsity
Christian
Fellowship:
ellow
ellowship:
The Well
W

• 7 p.m. today at Life
Lif Science III Auditorium

Saluki soft
sof ball vs. Ball
State

• 12 p.m. Saturday at Charlotte West
W
Stadium
• Admission is $5 for
f adults, $3 for
f faculty,
staff children and seniors; SIU students
staff,
free with valid ID

Music labels target college piracy
y suspects

LO S A NGELES (AP) — The recording industry trade group will give hundreds of
college students suspected of illegally sharing music online a chance to reach settlements
bef being sued for
before
f copyright infringement.
The move announced Wednesday
W
comes as the industry seeks to stamp out what it is
says is rampant music piracy on campuses.
The Recording Industry Association of America said it was sending letters offering
off
discounted settlements to 400 computer users at 13 universities.
The group intends to send hundreds of such pre-litigation letters to university computer users every month.
The letters targeted students at Northern Illinois University; Arizona State University;
Marshall University; North Carolina State University; North Dakota State University; Ohio
University; Syracuse University; University of Massachusetts, Amherst; University of
Nebraska, Lincoln; University of South Florida; University of Southern California; University
of Tennessee
T
, Knoxville; and University of Texas
T
, Austin.

Saluki soft
sof ball vs. Ohio
• 2 p.m. Saturday at Charlotte West
W
Stadium
• Admission is $5 for
f adults, $3 for
f faculty,
staff children and seniors; SIU students
staff,
free with valid ID

Women’s basketball
bask
vs.
Wichita State

Ex-teacher charged with molesting students

• 2:05 p.m. Saturday at SIU Arena
• Admission is $5 for
f adults, $3 for
f faculty,
staff children and seniors; SIU students
staff,
free with valid ID

B LO O MINGTON (AP) — A former central Illinois elementary teacher charged with
molesting three students in Urbana now faces new charges that he sexually assaulted two
students while teaching in Normal, authorities said.
Jon Andrew White, 26, was charged with two counts of predatory
ry criminal sexual
assault of a child Tuesday in McLean County.
ounty. The charges allege that White molested two
ounty
students while he taught at Colene Hoose Elementary School in Normal from 2003 to
2005
White has pleaded not guilty to three counts of predatory
ry criminal sexual assault of
a child, filed Feb. 1 in Champaign County.
ounty He is accused of molesting three girls in his
ounty.
classroom at Thomas Paine Grade School in Urbana sometime between September and
December 2006.
White, who was suspended without pay in Urbana the same day the initial charges
were filed, remains jailed in Champaign County in lieu of $1 million bond. Bond also has
been set at $1 million on the McLean County charges.

CORRECTIONS
In Wednesda
W
y’ DAILY EGYPTIAN, Kathleen
y’s
Kendrick’s name was misspelled in the page
1 story “Marketing gets new moniker
moniker..” The
same story should have quoted Kendrick as
saying, “I think we have a lot of opportunity
at the university and we need to tell everyone..” The DAILY EGYPTIAN regrets these errors.
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Bloomington
Champaign
Chicago
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Atlanta
Boston
Dallas
Kansas City
New Orleans
New York
Phoenix
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V
Indianapolis
W
Washington,
D.C.
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37
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Suspected purse snatchers charged with robbery
Danny Wenger
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Two suspects connected to a pair
of early morning purse snatchings are
charged with robbery, Carbondale
police said Wednesday.
Christopher W. Westberry, 25, of
Royalton, and Whitney L. Arvai, 20,
of Zeigler, were arrested and charged
with two counts of robbery.
The first robbery occurred at
Kroger’s in Carbondale and the second occurred at Memorial Hospital

of Carbondale.
At about 4:40 a.m. Tuesday, police
responded to a report of a robbery in
the parking lot of Kroger’s on Giant
City Road, Officer Randy Mathis said.
A 74-year-old female from Cobden
said she was in the parking lot when a
car stopped next to her. A man exited
the car and took the woman’s purse,
then fled the area in the car.
According to the report, another
woman was in the car with the man.
Less than two hours later, police
received another report of a robbery

inside the hospital.
An 80-year-old woman was waiting by elevators near the emergency
room when a man grabbed her handbag and ran towards the parking lot,
police said.
Mathis said information from witnesses and evidence from the scenes led
police to Westberry and Arvai. Police
arrested both suspects in Carbondale
and took them to Jackson County Jail
in Murphysboro.
Westberry was still in jail
Wednesday evening with bond set at

$15,000. Arvai was released after posting $500. Both suspects are charged
with robbery. Mathis said the state’s
attorney could consider the age of
the victims as an “aggravating factor,”
increasing the severity of the charges.
“In the commission of a robbery
there are several factors that will up
the ante on it and age is one of them,”
Mathis said. “It could be robbery or it
could be higher.”
dwenger@siu.edu
536-3311 ext. 273

Local business community
gathers for dinner, awards
Brandon Augsburg
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Sometimes the business community needs a little love, too.
Carbondale Main Street held its
annual “Meet Us on Main Street”
get-together Wednesday at Global
Gourmet. Along with the customary food, drink and camaraderie, the
event included an awards ceremony
to recognize those who have worked
to make the city a more inviting destination.
“It’s mainly to celebrate downtown, and to bring recognition to the
business and to the people that are
dedicated to making it better,” said
Roxanne Conley, executive director of
Carbondale Main Street.
Among those who received awards
were the 1st Southern Bank for the best
new investment in downtown, Holt’s
Tire for Best Exterior Improvement,
Angela Boyd as Volunteer of the
Year, and Jeff Duke and Ray Lenzi as

Friends of Main Street.
Conley said it is important to recognize volunteers such as Boyd for
their work so that they feel good and
so others will offer their time to the
organization.
She said Boyd has been a volunteer
for Carbondale Main Street for the
past 10 years and has served as the
chair of the promotion committee.
Boyd has had a hand in every event
the program has put on as chair of the
committee.
“It’s the little things that she does,”
Conley said.
John Dosier, president and CEO
of the locally owned 1st Southern
Bank, said even though the bank is
on the edge of downtown, it considers
itself part of that area.
“It means a lot for us,” Dosier said.
“It makes us feel good that what we’re
trying to do in downtown has been
recognized by the Main Street group,
and we feel very honored by it.”
Mark Holt, owner of Holt’s tire,

Whitney
Arvai

• 20, of Zeigler
• Arrested and
charged with
two counts of
robbery

Christopher
Westberry

• 25, of Royalton
• Arrested and
charged with
two counts of
robbery

Jeff Duke laughs
after receiving
an award at
the Carbondale
Main Street
awards ceremony
Wednesday.
He received the
award for his
work installing
SIU’s Debit Dawg
system at
off-campus
businesses.
A NTHONY S OUFFLÉ
D AILY E GYPTIAN

said redoing the façade of his business
wasn’t even his idea. He said his wife
and children wanted him to fix up the
store for the past 10 years, but he didn’t
want to because he is nearing retirement. But when he went to Italy with
his wife and friends for two weeks last
summer, he returned to a surprise.
“When I got back and came to
work that morning, I turned in and
thought, ‘Oh my goodness, what has
happened to my building while I was
gone?’” Holt said.

His family had dilapidated metal
siding removed and the concrete blocks
that make up the building repainted
red and black. A new awning was
also installed. Holt said the improvement was tremendous and admitted
he should have done it sooner.
Boyd and Lenzi were recognized as
Friends of Main Street for their contributions to the downtown area through
the Debit Dawg card and the Washerz
Tournament at the Carbondale Main
Street Pig Out this fall, respectively.

Boyd worked with Conley to get
business off campus to accept the card
so students would have more options
for dining and shopping, Conley said.
Lenzi brought the first washers tournament to Carbondale, and said the
event fit in well at the Pig Out.
“It was just one more nice event to
hold at the Pig Out,” she said. “It was
just one more thing to do.”
brandon_augsburg@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 262
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WASHINGTON

Analyis: North Korea
has begun to apply
nuke accord
WASHINGTON (AP) — North Korea
appears to have started complying with
a recent nuclear disarmament agreement, but U.S. intelligence officials are
telling skeptical lawmakers they will
continue to watch the country’s actions
closely.
Lt. Gen. Michael Maples, head of
the Defense Intelligence Agency, said
Tuesday that officials had seen North
Korea take preliminary steps toward
shutting down its main nuclear reactor,
which the North pledged to close and
seal in return for an initial load of fuel
oil. More aid would follow once North
Korean technicians had disabled their
nuclear programs.
The State Department said
Wednesday that U.S. and North Korean
officials will meet in New York on March
5-6 to discuss initial steps toward normalizing relations. Spokesman Sean
McCormack said U.S. Assistant Secretary
of State Christopher Hill will meet with
North Korean Vice Foreign Minister Kim
Kye Gwan.

PARIS

Two Picasso
paintings stolen
PARIS (AP) — At least two Picasso
paintings worth a total of nearly $66
million were stolen from the house
of the artist’s granddaughter in Paris,
police said Wednesday.
The paintings, “Maya and the Doll”
and “Portrait of Jacqueline,” disappeared overnight Monday to Tuesday
from the chic 7th district, a Paris police
official said.
The official said they were worth
nearly $66 million, and that there were
signs of breaking and entering in the
house.
Major stolen pieces usually sell for
a pittance, if at all, on the black market
because potential buyers are afraid to
touch them.

IRAQ

Officer: Reports of
deadly blast against
boys `false’
BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — A report that
18 boys were killed this week in a car
bombing in Ramadi is “false,” a senior
U.S. military official said Wednesday.
Iraqi state television reported
Tuesday that the attack occurred that
day in the Sunni insurgent stronghold
west of Baghdad. Iraqi police and military confirmed the account, but later
said the bombing took place Monday.
The offices of the president and prime
minister had also denounced the
reported attack.
But Rear Adm. Mark Fox, a U.S. military spokesman, said “the allegation
was false” and suggested that rumors
began circulating after a controlled
detonation by U.S. forces caused injuries in Ramadi.

SOUTH AFRICA

Minister calls for
limit to elephant
numbers
ADDO ELEPHANT PARK, South
Africa (AP) — The environment minister on Wednesday proposed a package of measures — including limited
culling and contraception — to slow
rampant elephant population growth
but stressed there would be no mass
slaughter.
The elephant population of 20,000
is growing at a rate of more than 6
percent per year, disrupting the delicate biodiversity in wildlife parks,
Environment Minister Marthinus van
Schalkwyk said.
He said the government proposed
introducing new management measures, including removal of elephants
to other areas, expansion of parks, contraception and culling.
But he said slaughter would only be
considered as a last resort.

News

Principal accused of dealing meth
Michael Rubinkam
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

B E T H LEH EM , Pa. — A
middle school principal accused of
selling crystal methamphetamine
from his office after school and on
weekends was arrested after police
found the drug on his desk, authorities said Wednesday.
There was no indication that John
Acerra sold the drug to students at
Nitschmann Middle School, where
he was arrested Tuesday, said Dennis
Mihalopoulos, an agent with the
Drug Enforcement Administration.
Police said they began investigating Acerra in early February after an
informant told them the principal
was using and distributing the drug.
Acerra, 50, who was in custody
in lieu of bail, has an unlisted phone
number, and it wasn’t clear whether
he had an attorney. No one answered
the door Wednesday at his modest
rowhouse along a narrow alley in
Allentown.
A letter was sent to parents
informing them of the arrest, and
teachers had spoken with the 950
students at the school where Acerra
had been principal since 2000, said
Bethlehem schools Superintendent
Joseph Lewis.
“I am saddened and troubled by
these events,” Lewis said. “I offer no
explanation. There is none.”
According to court documents,
police last Thursday watched Acerra
sell a small amount of meth to a
customer in a store parking lot. They
stopped the buyer, who told officers
he had been to Acerra’s home 10 to

M ICHAEL KUBEL ~ M C C LATCHY -TRIBUNE

Jacqueline Santanasto, acting principal at Nitschmann Middle School, and Superintendent Joseph
Lewis speak during a press conference on the arrest of Nitschmann Middle School principal John Acerra
in Bethlehem, Pa., on Wednesday.
15 times over the past three months,
officials said.
Police then arranged for an informant to buy $200 worth of meth
from Acerra on Saturday in the
parking lot of an Allentown drug
store, according to court documents.
On Tuesday, police set up another
$200 deal with Acerra and the informant, who wore a listening device as
he began conducting the transaction

Democratic leaders
revamp anti-war plan
Anne Flaherty

support to the revised proposal.
In the Senate, a group of
senior Democrats wants to repeal
WAS H INGTO N — House the 2002 measure authorizing the
Democratic leaders are develop- war and write a new resolution
ing an anti-war proposal that restricting the mission and orderwouldn’t cut off money for U.S. ing troop withdrawals to begin
troops in Iraq but would require by this summer. But Majority
President Bush to acknowledge Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., said
problems with an overburdened Iraq would have to wait until the
military.
Senate finishes work to improve
The
plan
homeland security.
could draw bipar“That
would
tisan support but
mean we would hold
ush hasn’t
is expected to be
off the Iraq legislaa tough sell to
tion for a matter of
to date done
members who say
days, not weeks,” he
anything we’ve
they don’t think it
said.
goes far enough
Rep.
Adam
asked him to do,
to assuage voters
Putnam,
R-Fla.,
so why we would called the plan a “fig
angered by the
four-year con” to distract the
think he would do leaf
flict.
public from what he
anything in the
Bush “hasn’t
said was Democrats’
to date done anyultimate goal of cutfuture
is
beyond
thing we’ve asked
ting off funds for
me.
him to do, so why
troops in combat.
we would think
“We support full
— Rep. Lynn Woolsey
he would do
California Democrat funding for our troops
anything in the
who are in harms way
future is beyond me,” said Rep. — without strings attached,” said
Lynn Woolsey, D-Calif., one of a Putnam, R-Fla., after emerging
group of liberal Democrats push- from a closed-door conference
ing for an immediate end to the meeting.
war.
As Democrats met behind
Democratic protests to the closed doors to discuss their
war grew louder in January after options Tuesday, Secretary of State
they took control of Congress Condoleezza Rice said the Bush
and Bush announced he planned administration would talk to leadto send 21,500 more troops to ers from Iran and Syria on stabilizIraq. Earlier this month, House ing Iraq.
Democrats pushed through a
Rice announced U.S. support
nonbinding resolution opposing for the Iraq meeting, to be held in
the buildup.
Baghdad next month, at a Senate
Since then, Democrats have hearing in which Democrats
been trying to decide what to do pressed her and Defense Secretary
next. Some worried that a plan by Robert Gates to explain what progRep. John Murtha to restrict fund- ress is being made in the Baghdad
ing for the war would go too far. security crackdown and how soon
Murtha, D-Pa., is extending his U.S. troops will be coming home.

inside the principal’s office, authorities said. Acerra did not have enough
meth to sell to the informant, and he
and the informant arranged to meet
later that night to complete the buy,
Mihalopoulos said Wednesday.
After the informant left the
building, police entered Acerra’s
office and found him sitting at his
desk with a bag of meth next to a
glass tube with meth residue and

burn marks on it, according to court
documents. Also on the desk was
the marked money the informant
used to purchase the drug, the documents say.
Police said that under normal circumstances, they would have made
other controlled buys and tried to
work their way up the drug network,
but that they had to act immediately
because of Acerra’s job.

Israeli troops
mount new raid

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

‘‘B

Ali Daraghmeh
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NAB LUS, West Bank —
Israel on Wednesday clamped
down on this West Bank city
for the second time in a week,
confining tens of thousands of
people to their homes as troops
moved house to house in search
of wanted militants.
In nearby Jenin, undercover
troops in a black car shot and
killed three militants in a parking
lot, including the chief spokesman for the Islamic Jihad group,
Palestinian officials said.
The army has been operating
in Nablus, the West Bank’s commercial center, since the weekend. Forces briefly withdrew
Tuesday, but at dawn, dozens
of jeeps backed by bulldozers
moved back in.
Nablus, the largest city on
the West Bank, with 160,000
residents, is known as a hotbed
of Palestinian militant activity.
The Israeli army says most of the
suicide bombers involved in last
year’s attacks came from the area.
The army’s operation in Nablus
is the largest in the West Bank
since July.
On Wednesday, Israeli forces
blocked all entrances to Nablus’
crowded Old City — the focus
of the raid — as they pursued
wanted men. Residents said
more than 100 jeeps patrolled
city streets, enforcing a curfew
that confined about 50,000 Old
City residents to their homes.
As troops moved house to
house, the army broadcast messages on Palestinian TV and
radio stations urging wanted
men to surrender.

The army said it has arrested five
people and uncovered three explosives labs. One Palestinian civilian
has been killed since the Nablus
operation began.
The wanted militants remained
in hiding, but Palestinian officials
said 10 people were wounded as
troops clashed with youths throwing
stones. Fifty people were detained,
although many were released, the
officials said, and troops surrounded
hospitals to check people going in
and out.
“We can’t continue to operate
like this. Our patients are suffering
because the tear gas is coming into
the hospital,” said Adnan Kuzeih,
manager at Itihad Hospital.
The army said one soldier was
seriously wounded by a bomb.
In the Gaza Strip, Palestinian
Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh of
Hamas accused Israel of trying to
undermine Palestinian efforts to
form a unity government. Hamas
and the rival Fatah movement are
trying to finalize a power-sharing
deal reached in Saudi Arabia earlier
this month, designed to halt months
of infighting.
“It’s clear that this Israeli escalation ... is tied directly to Israel’s
rejection of the Mecca agreement,
which strengthened national unity,”
Haniyeh said.
The international community
has been reticent about recognizing
the new government. The platform
falls short of international demands
that Hamas renounce violence and
recognize Israel’s right to exist.
But Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas, a moderate from
Fatah, has been trying to coax the
West into accepting the deal, saying
it is the best he can get from the
violently anti-Israel Hamas.
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Financial aid applications due in a month
Ryan Rendleman
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Financial Aid Awareness Month
is over, but it’s not too late for students to cash in.
Billie Jo Hamilton, director
of SIUC’s Financial Aid Office,
said the priority deadline for
financial aid applications is April
1. Hamilton said students should
fill out their FAFSA forms to
ensure they receive all the money
they deserve.
“We have some financial aid that
we get from the federal government

that is a pool,” she said. “Once we
start giving it out, it’s gone.”
Hamilton said February was
designated for helping students and
families learn what they need to do
to receive financial aid. She said she
has only been here a few years, but
the university has raised awareness
for a long time.
The Financial Aid Office
is located on the fourth floor of
Woody Hall, and outreach coordinator Kesha Williams said students
seeking help with overwhelming
FAFSA forms are welcome to
stop by.

“We’re always here to help and
students should feel comfortable
coming to the Financial Aid Office
and asking questions about the
package,” she said.
Scholarships are also an important part of paying for school,
Hamilton said. She said students
should put energy into searching
for scholarships because money is
wasted when students don’t apply.
“We link, on our website, to a
couple of scholarship search programs,” she said. “Don’t pay a fee
for any kind of service like that
because it’s free.”

Katrina judge hears testimony
Michael Kunzelman
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

G U L F P O R T, Miss. (AP)
— A federal judge weighing a
bid to certify a class-action lawsuit
against State Farm Fire and Casualty
Co. heard emotional testimony
Wednesday from policyholders whose
claims were denied by the insurer after
Hurricane Katrina.
Sheron Weiss, 50, of Pass Christian,
told U.S. District Judge L.T. Senter
Jr. that she has contemplated suicide
in the months since her home was
destroyed and State Farm refused

SIUE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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play will also become stricter.
SIUE athletics compete at the
Division II level. Vandegrift said
the campus would seek a change
in its conference — the Cougars
are in the Great Lakes Valley
Confererence — and apply for
Division I status by June 1.
SIUE student representative
Jesse Phelps argued that the time
was not right for the move.
“I’ve seen students who are
struggling trying to pay for the
necessary costs of an education and
this is an optional one,” Phelps
said. “When you do the cost-benefit analysis, I do not see the benefit
as overwhelming the cost.”
Joining him in a vote of nay was
Trustee Sam Goldman, who did not
cite his reasons during the meeting
but requested they be included in
the minutes.

Williams said there would be a
loan consolidation workshop sometime in April. She said the workshop would aim to help inform students of various ways to consolidate
their loans. She said it would focus
on individual situations to create
the best plan for each student.
“With soaring tuition costs and
students having to borrow more
and more, that’s a really huge concern,” she said. “Especially when
they get out into the real world, trying to manage both their paycheck,
their rent and then also paying back
their loans.”

DONALDSON
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1

to pay for an estimated $300,000
in damage.
Weiss said she recently turned
down an offer by Bloomington, Ill.based State Farm to settle her claim
for $77,000. She wasn’t certain if a
class action would help her, but she
urged Senter to devise a speedy way
to resolve the hundreds of lawsuits
spawned by the Aug. 29, 2005, storm.
“We’re falling apart at the
seams, and myself I have contemplated suicide more than
once,” she said. “It’s taken its toll on us,
and we have to do something fast.”
Lawyers for a different State Farm

policyholder, Judy Guice of Ocean
Springs, are asking Senter to allow a
class-action lawsuit against the insurer
for any policyholder in Mississippi
whose home was reduced to a slab
by Katrina.
Senter didn’t immediately rule on
the request at the end of a two-hour
hearing. Later Wednesday, Senter was
to hold a separate hearing on the terms
of a proposed settlement that calls for
State Farm to pay at least $50 million
to roughly 36,000 policyholders who
didn’t sue the company but could have
their claims reopened, reviewed and
possibly paid.

the life of the party, said his
friend Marshall McIntosh.
Donaldson and McIntosh
met while McIntosh attended Carbondale Community
High School.
“He was focused on his life
and a good person that will be
missed,” said McIntosh, who now
attends college in Chicago.
Donaldson’s aunt, Lasallye
Thurman, said her nephew was
paying his way through school at
SIUC, which is also his parents’
alma mater.
“He had a lot of dreams as far

Interim Chancellor John
Dunn said SIUE — which has
boosted its enrollment recently
while SIUC’s numbers dwindle
— has made progress and deserves
the opportunity.
He said elevating to Division
I status was an important step in
SIUC’s history and he hopes it
works for them.
SIU President Glenn Poshard
said he sees the Carbondale and
Edwardsville campuses as separate
entities, but the move could help
the system as a whole.
“I think what strengthens one
campus strengthens the whole system,” Poshard said. “(SIUE) is the
whole package now.”
In other business, several Undergraduate Student
Government members expressed
concern at proposed fee increases.
University administrators have
suggested raising several fees — one
specifically for the Saluki Way con-

struction project — and increasing
tuition for new students.
Trustees are slated to consider
raising student fees at the April 12
meeting in Edwardsville.
USG senator Jeff Jaynes asked
the board to consider the increases
with a critical eye.
He said asking students to
invest in Saluki Way before there
is no “good solid investment” is
a mistake.
He cited the lack of money collected and a lack planning, such as
blueprints, which would cause fee
numbers to change.
Dunn said he thinks the university has gotten into a pattern
of setting fees and then presenting them. He said the university
could do a better job of consulting
with campus groups before making
fee decisions.

WOMEN

sarah_lohman@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 255

CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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The proceeds will go to The
Women’s Center in Carbondale.
Camille Dorris, executive
director of The Women’s Center,
said money earned from the production has been donated to the
center for at least four years.
While she was unsure of how it
was decided to give the money to
the center, she said the practice
was normal.
“Nationally, the funds raised
typically go towards programs
like ours,” Dorris said.

Tessa Newhart, a senior from
Olmsted, said she hasn’t been
accepted to receive financial aid,
but she is glad the university is
trying to spread information about
filing for it.
“I’m glad the university is making us aware of it, because if we
weren’t aware of it, then that’s just
money that’s there and we don’t
know about it,” she said. “I’m glad
they’re being cooperative about it,
even though I didn’t get it.”
ryan_rendleman@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 268

as supporting himself through
college.” she said.
Valerie Brooks said she
worked with Donaldson for the
past two years as his academic
adviser in the School of Art and
Design. She said he wanted to be
a graphic designer.
Funeral arrangements were
unknown as of Wednesday night.
Donaldson is the second
SIUC student to die this semester. Ryan Harris, a 30-year-old
business student, died Feb. 15
in his mobile home after he was
electrocuted while working on
his microwave.
andrea_zimmermann@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 274

Last year, the center served
1, 221 in need by giving 6, 027
nights of safe shelter. It also
fielded 15,138 crisis calls and
helped obtain 397 orders of protection for those in need.
The Women’s Center is also
sponsoring Women’s History
Month.
Other sponsors of the month
include the Department of
Foreign Languages and Literature,
the Department of Sociology
Longbranch Coffeehouse, among
other groups.
alicia_wade@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 258
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THEIR WORD

It’s time for a war-termination strategy
T
o hear the leading presidential candidates of both parties tell the story, the Iraq
war is simply a test of competence. Sen.
John McCain, R-Ariz., has said the war in Iraq
has been mismanaged for years and that Donald
Rumsfeld will go down as one of
the worst defense secretaries in history. Sen. Hillary Clinton, D-N.Y.,
condemns President Bush for the
“incompetence he has brought to
the planning and implementation of
his policy.”
Certainly, there has been plenty
of incompetence in the planning
and execution of our Iraq strategy.
But dwelling on questions of competence misses the real issue: The
policy itself was flawed from the
outset. Unless political leaders of
both parties acknowledge that, solutions will continue to be elusive.
Saying that the policy was flawed from the
outset is not hindsight. The consequences of occupying Iraq were well understood and predicted
more than a decade ago, in the run-up to the first
Persian Gulf War in 1991. Unfortunately, that
wisdom was cast aside and now, in 2007 — nearly
four years into the invasion and occupation of Iraq
— those predictions unfortunately have come to
pass.
It is instructive to note who was making those

We must
belatedly figure
out how to end
the occupation
without
destabilizing
the entire
Middle East.

predictions back then.
There was, for instance, Dick Cheney, then secretary of defense. Appearing on “This Week with
David Brinkley” in April 1991, he rightly rejected
a march to Baghdad in the effort to turn back
Iraq’s conquest of Kuwait.
“Once we got to Baghdad, what would we do?”
he asked. “Who would we put in power? What
kind of government would we have? Would it
be a Sunni government, a Shia government, or a
Kurdish government? Would it be secular along
the lines of the Ba’ath Party? Would it be fundamentalist Islamic? I do not think the United States
wants to have U.S. military forces accept casualties
and accept the responsibility of trying to govern
Iraq. I think it makes no sense at all.”
Cheney was not alone in such views. That sharp
thinking was shared among the principal advisers
in the administration of President George H.W.
Bush. They opposed any policy that might lead to
U.S. forces getting bogged down in urban guerrilla
warfare in Baghdad or a lengthy postwar occupation of Iraq. They did not want to be sucked into
a civil war.
Then-Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Colin Powell wrote in Foreign Affairs in October
1992 that going on to Baghdad would have been
“an unpardonable expense in terms of money, lives
lost and ruined regional relationships.”
He asked: “Would it have been worth the inevitable follow-up: Major occupation forces in Iraq

for years to come and a very expensive and complex American proconsulship in Baghdad?”
Powell’s answer: No.
And Brent Scowcroft, the national security
adviser during the first Gulf War, wrote in a
September 1996 column in Newsweek: “If we had
pressed on to Baghdad in 1991, we would have
been on our own. And if we had succeeded in
overthrowing Saddam, we would have confronted
a choice between occupying Iraq with thousands of
American troops for the indefinite future, and creating a gaping power vacuum in the Persian Gulf
for Iran to fill.”
So here we are, facing the consequences of invasion and occupation — political and military collapse in Iraq, conflict among competing Iraqi factions and a resurgent Iran. Historians and political
scientists will have to sort out why many of the
same cast of advisers jettisoned their views during
the presidency of George W. Bush.
There’s a more immediate problem, however:
The United States can’t put the genie back in the
bottle. We must belatedly figure out how to end
the occupation without destabilizing the entire
Middle East. The president, presidential candidates and members of Congress need to focus on
planning how to terminate this war, not on the
incompetence that led us to this situation.
The following editorial appeared in the
Sacramento Bee on Tuesday.

GUEST COLUMN

Did integration kill the black culture?
Antyne Lester
GUEST COLUMNIST

Dr. King’s greatest fear was that he
would integrate his people into a burning
house. With black unemployment and
incarceration at its highest, black culture is
smoldering in an America that’s burning,
and what are we prepared to do about it?
As we end the senseless celebration
known as Black History Month, I contemplate if integration has aided in the demise
of my culture. The Supreme Court, in
Plessy vs. Ferguson, stated that “separate but
equal” was the law. Utopically, this would
have been better for the intellectual and
social longevity of my people. Separate but
equal crumbled because America only abided by the separate portion. Blacks received
inferior learning materials, housing, and
separate but equal economic opportunities.
Integration is based on a premise that
race is irrelevant. This ideology is sense-

less in the context of a racist America.
The adage of some that says “I don’t see
color” infuriates me. You cannot see me
and not see my color! It is part of me; I am
unapologetically black
and proud of it. However,
don’t make any judgments about me based
solely on my race.
The greatest act of
terrorism — slavery —
perpetrated against my
ancestors disconnected
me from my original
name and language. The
black race in America
is the only people who
cannot trace their roots.
Mexican, Nigerian, Irish,
and other nationalities of people all have a
tie to a homeland that instills pride. Never
being truly “integrated” into American
society doesn’t allow me to have that same

pride in America.
Booker T. Washington supported
blacks creating a financial base, which
would force white America to deal with
us, on our terms, as our
immigrant counterparts
have done.
Under legal segregation there were flourishing
black communities and
businesses like Black Wall
Street, Bronzeville and
Harlem because we were
forced to do for ourselves.
Julia Hare says the demise
of black culture started
when white America
came into the home and
determined how black kids
should be disciplined, next moved to the
schools and outlawed corporal punishment
— whites would not allow blacks to discipline their children and vice versa — hence

Integration
is based on a
premise that
race is irrelevant.
This ideology is
senseless in the
context of a racist
America.
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The DAILY EGYPTIAN, the student-run newspaper of Southern Illinois University
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a whole generation of undisciplined black
kids get placed in special ed, which she contends is a holding pen for penitentiaries.
Black schools were filled with teachers with preconceived notions about black
children who didn’t understand the culture.
Black teachers couldn’t openly tell the sad
truth about America’s history. The black
man’s true history was removed from
America’s education system.
This isn’t an indictment of whites but
a call for blacks to instill a greater sense of
morals and core values. Also to assess what
so-called integration has done for or to us.
Malcolm X said “... integration is hypocrisy
...the government has to pass laws to let us
into their education system ...they have to
pass laws to get the white man to accept us
in better housing in their neighborhoods,
that’s the equivalent of holding a gun to
their head, and that’s hypocrisy.”
Lester is a Carbondale resident.
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Culture comes alive
Photo column by
Dan Celvi ~ DAILY EGYPTIAN

M

embers of the Brazilian Student
Council practice Capoeira, a
Brazilian fighting technique at the
Culture Fest on Feb. 16. Capoeira is a technique that combines fighting motions with
fluid, acrobatic movements and a dancing
rhythm with music to create a spectacular
display of agility and body control.
SIUC students from all over the world
put on displays of their heritage. Whether
putting on a show of Brazilian fighting
techniques or a Japanese dance derived from
fishing, students displayed that just living in
a new land such as the United States doesn’t

DEAR EDITOR:
In response to the editorial, “Smoke-free
a good plan,” I would like to express my
wholehearted agreement, but with one caveat. I do not think banning smoking in private
businesses is enough. For the safety of everyone in and around Carbondale, I suggest we
commence with the outright criminalization
of the sale and possession of cigarettes and
all other tobacco-related products.
Here, we have the opportunity to be seen
as pioneers of public health. When others
suggest this same measure, we can be seen as
the brave souls who made it work first.
Smokers are endangering the lives of
countless people with their precious cancersticks. Who are they to decide what substances they take into their body? Who are
they to decide what they are allowed to do
on their private property in the seclusion of
their own homes?
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destroy heritage.
Maybe the idea of the boiling pot as
opposed to the melting pot with culture is
coming to fruition. Just because someone
is here and living like an American doesn’t
mean all traditions from their country of origin must be forgotten.
Even more importantly, students at SIUC
are getting opportunities to show off their
traditions at events such as the Culture Fest.
As a photographer who hopes to go overseas,
learning any aspect about other people’s values and cultures helps me know what I want
to do in the future.
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Greetings fellow Salukis! I read last week’s article
about the black studies program and I, along with
other alumni, fully support black studies becoming a
major. Black studies is an extremely important part of
the American experience, black studies culturally and
socially enhances the lives of black and non-black students and their understanding and perspective on the
black experience, and black studies helped shape me and
countless others into the men and women that we are
today. My main hope is that the dean of the College of
Liberal Arts understands this significance and makes
the black studies major a reality for all future Salukis.
In closing, remember that black studies is as American
as apple pie and that Southern Illinois University
Carbondale and COLA need to continue to keep Black
American Studies a part of the curriculum and make it
a major! Go Dawgs!

Daniel Muehl-Miller

Jeremy Markeith Thompson

Make Black American Studies
a major
DEAR EDITOR:
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will not be published). STUDENTS must include year and
major. FACULTY must include rank and department. NONACADEMIC STAFF include position and department. OTHERS
include hometown.

EXT.

CIRCULATION REPRESENTATIVE:
MATTHEW AUBRY
EXT. 229

One could argue that this criminalization might flood our prisons with no-good
nonviolent “nic-heads” and their dealers, or
that the government should never completely
ban such an addicting substance because the
hefty taxes levied on its sale can be used to
line the city’s coffers. We must, however,
keep our eye on the prize. We must never
forget that the most important thing to
consider here is the protection of the public
health.
Finally, I submit the words of Peter J.
Daley (D-PA) referring to his recent bill
attempting to ban cigarettes in cars with
children: “We know that secondhand smoke
is worse than firsthand smoke. The studies
are all in, and we really want to protect the
health of our children.” Following this train
of thought, I submit that third-hand smoke
is the real threat behind the cigarette epidemic. If there is one thing that homeopathy
has taught us, it is this.
Won’t somebody, please, think of the
children?
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Malinda
L. puts on
makeup as
she eats
lunch with
friend Justin
Hennings,
a freshman
studying
zoology, in
Lentz Dining
Hall on Tuesday
evening.
D AN CELVI
D AILY E GYPTIAN

Diversity
rsit thrives
rsity
ve
ves
Story continued from page 1

S

tudents or faculty with GLBTrelated concerns had few places
to turn before the center opened,
Curkin said.
Of
Often,
she said, those in crisis about
their sexual orientation were referred
ref
to
Curkin’s office in Student Development.
The university now provides those students, faculty and staff with a place they
can be sure is safe, Curkin said.
“Coming out is a difficult process,”
she said. “For
“F many people, they just need
somebody to talk to.”
L., who went as Ryan L. at the beginning of her first semester at SIUC, said

Co-directors
of the Saluki
Rainbow
Network
Michael
Graham,
left, a senior
studying
sociology,
and Chelcee
Loghry,
a junior
studying
English, discuss
funding
allocations for
April events
on Tuesday
afternoon at
Starbucks.
D U VALE R ILEY
D AILY E GYPTIAN

coming out as a transgender on campus
was a terrifying experience.
“When I came out, all I had was (the
Saluki Rainbow Network), which was
great, but it doesn’t offer the same thing
the resource center does,” she said.
Unsure of where to go, L. said she
went to the Saluki Rainbow Network, a
registered student organization, for help.
She said the organization referred
ref
her to
Curkin, who referred
ref
her to a transgender
graduate student for guidance.
“All I had was this small group of
people who had been there before,” she
said.
Chelcee Loghry, a junior from
Carbondale studying English, said her

similar experience of seeking out the
GLBT community
communit on campus was awkward.
Loghry,
ry who identifies herself as a lesry,
bian, said she wasn’t completely comfortable being out and had difficulty finding
Saluki Rainbow Network meetings during her freshman year.
“It’s kind of weird to ask people, ‘Do
you know where the Saluki Rainbow
Network meets?’” she said.

‘An inclusive university’
The Triangle Coalition, a gay faculty
and staff group, first asked for a resource
center when the group formed in 1993,
but no real progress was made until

D AN CELVI ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN
recently, Curkin said.
Brian
Clark,
a
senior
studying
music
theater,
rehearses
with
the
concert
choir
on
Tuesday
night
in
the
Epiphany
Lutheran
Church
of
All
Saints
before
the
performance
begins.
“Frankly, the former chancellor’s
homophobic remarks did more for us
than anything,” she said.
is not always golden,” Muir wrote that it and deal with their own problems,” she with two male roommates in Abbott
In 2004, former Chancellor Walter
W
is wrong for the center to use Illinois tax- said.
Hall, an all-male residence hall.
W ler told the Southern Illinoisan payer money to operate.
Wend
In fall 2005, two freshmen were
“I tried to get into housing with a
he thought extending health benefits to
The center’s first-year budget is charged with a hate crime and later sus- girl roommate and they would not allow
same-sex partners of university employees $15,000.
pended after
af
authorities accused them that,” L. said.
would encourage “sinful behavior.”
“Regardless of catchy words such as of ransacking a student’s residence hall
Beth Scally,
ly associate director for
ly,
Loghry,
ry now a co-director of the ‘celebrate’ and ‘support’ tossed out about room and writing anti-homosexual words University Housing, said no policy exists
ry,
Saluki Rainbow Network, said Wend
W ler’s the GLBT center,
center I see this as state tax on his door.
regarding how to assign rooms to transcomments were difficult to take at the dollars being used not only to support,
It was one of about a dozen hate gender students, but generally students
time.
but to promote a lifestyle that many crimes reported to the university, but the are grouped according to their legal sex.
“From people that you know, it’s one people do not approve of or condone,” first of an anti-homosexual nature.
In spring 2006, University Housing
thing, but to have this
he wrote.
Andrea Krueger,
ueger who identifies herself began allowing same-sex and domestic
ueger,
face of the university
Muir declined to com- as a bisexual student, said SIUC provides partners to live together on-campus. The
say it to you — you feel
ment
Wednesday.
Wednesday
ednesday.
an accepting environment and she has policy is in line with the Illinois Human
oming out is a
small and insignificant,”
enjoyed the opportunity to take classes Rights Act, which protects people from
difficult process. Acceptance on campus from gay instructors.
Loghry said. “It makes
discrimination based on race, color,
color reliyou feel bad.”
The resource center is
“Personally it makes me feel more gion, sex and sexual orientation.
For many people,
Several months after
af
a step forward for SIUC, comfortable to know it’s accepted,” said
L. said her situation is less difficult
they just need
W ler’s remarks, thenWend
but it is not a cure-all for Krueger, a sophomore from Milford because her roommates are friends of
somebody to talk to. every GLBT-related prob- studying mortuary science.
Provost John Dunn
hers. She said the situation would likely
— Paulette Curkin
formed a committee to
lem,
said
Brian
Clark,
who
She
said
that
some
students
have
become more complicated because she
director of GLBT resource center
address GLBT issues on
identifies himself as a gay been critical of the GLBT population. plans on taking hormone therapy,
therapy meant
campus. The resource center was one of student.
The Christian Apologetics, a registered to help her grow breasts.
12 recommendations made by the comClark, a senior from Danvers studying student organization, passed out litera“I think if they understood fully how
mittee in a report issued in August 2005. music theater,
theater said misconceptions about ture condemning homosexuality during awkward it actually is, they would make
The center opened Jan. 17.
GLBT people still exist at SIUC and GLBT Awareness Week
W
in April 2006, an allowance for me,” she said.
Dunn, now the interim chancellor elsewhere. Often,
Of
stereotypes portrayed she said.
She said her instructors often
of
seem
af Wendler’s ouster in November,
after
ember said in the media cloud perceptions, he said.
ember,
Joshua Stedman, a member of the baffled when she asks to be called Malinda
D AN CELVI ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN
the resource center is reflective of SIUC’s
“We go to school, we eat, we go to Christian Apologetics Club, said the instead of Ryan. In large lecture classes,
rueger a sophomore studying mortuary
rueger,
history of diversity and acceptance.
parties, we go to class, we skip class group routinely distributes literature she said she uses the name Ryan but in Andrea Krueger,
science, lowers the work
rk table in a lab for a mortuary
“This institution has always been an — just like anyone else,” he said.
about homosexuality and what it consid- smaller classes she goes by Malinda.
inclusive university,” he said.
There are relatively few incidents of ers other sins, but the group does not
“I think I’ve actually gotten a ‘sir’ while science class on Tuesday afternoon in the ASA building.

‘‘C

Dunn said he respects that some students, faculty and staff at SIUC may have
differing views about the resource center.
“We all learn together
together, and that means
that our own value systems sometimes
are challenged, but in that way we grow,
ow ”
ow,
he said.
Curkin said the most outspoken critic
of the center has been Southern Illinoisan
reporter and columnist Jim Muir.
In a column with the headline, “Silence

discrimination on campus, Clark said, but
there is also a lack of open discussion on
GLBT issues.
“Everyone tries to stick to their own
business,” he said.
Kendra Oliver, a freshman from
Glenview studying pre-dental biology,
said she has several gay friends and she
hasn’t seen evidence of any discrimination
on campus.
“Most people stay in their own lives

target the university’s GLBT population.
“(The literature) doesn’t exclusively
include homosexuality — I know that
for a fact. It includes all immoralities,”
said Stedman, a graduate student from
Anchor studying forestry.

A complex situation
L. said her experience with University
Housing has been awkward.
Because she is legally a male, she lives

wearing a skirt once,” she said.
Loghry said the atmosphere at the
university is not perfect, but progress has
been made.
“I’d
’ like to say,
’d
sa ‘Where’s our festival,
f
where’s our parade?’” she said. “But we’ve
got a resource center and that’s a huge
thing now.”
nirvjec@siu.edu
536-3311 ext. 259

‘‘W

e go to school, we eat, we go to
parties, we go to class, we skip class
— just like anyone else.

— Brian Clark.
senior from Danvers studying music theater
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WHAT ’S GOING ON

3
Hangar 9 — Josh Plemon & the
Lonesome Drift
Drif ers
Pinch Penny/Copper Dragon — Mike
and Joe
PK’s — Moving Mary
McLeod Theater — The Vagina
Monologues
Houlihan’s — Blues Bandits

4
McLeod Theaterr — ‘The Vagina
Monologues’

Monday
Tuesday

Cousin Andy’s — Joe Jencks
Hangar 9 - Escape
Pinch Penny/Copper Dragon
— Maggie Speaks
PK’s — Moving Mary
Mugsy McGuire’s
e’ — Shatter Mask,
e’s
ask
ask,
Convelance, Aw
A ake in the hour,
hour In the
face of God
New House — Footprints
Newell
Shryock
ry
ryock
Auditorium — SaffireUppity Blues Women
W
McLeod Theaterr — The Vagina
Monologues
Longbranch — Matt Basler

5

Wednesday

Today
Friday

With the passing holiday seasons, many people went out and
purchased new high definitioncapable video game consoles and
video players.
One of the coolest features
f
of these systems is that they are
capable of rendering output in a
true high-def format on HDTVs.
What isn’t so cool is the fact that
to get the “nice” high-def connections, you have to purchase a
second cable.
Now, just to be clear,
lear both the
lear,
XBOX 360 and Playstation 3
include a standard component AV
cable (the kind with red, green and
blue connectors on the end) that
can output a high-definition signal
to many TVs. The problem is that
if you want to hook an XBOX
XBO 360
up to a computer monitor (which
many people do, since it’s a great
substitute for a “regular” high-def
television) or if you want to hook
up your PS3 digitally to a monitor
or HDTV, you need a different
cable.
Also, if you purchase a new
HD-DVD or Blu-Ray player and
want the best possible video, you’ll
likely want to get a DVI or HDMI

Hangar 9 — Fareed Haque
Pinch Penny/Copper Dragon —
WT King of Rock (Guitar Hero II finals
WTAO
competition)
PK’s — Hang Em High
Longbrach Coffeehouse — Bombs
Away (performance)

2

Saturday

hags2k@gmail.com

factors, including cable materials
and quality.
In the case of a digital signal, though, the game is different.
Signal-to-noise ratio doesn’t factor
in anymore.
The only thing being sent
down the wire is a stream of ones
and zeros. It doesn’t matter if the
ones are a little fuzzy, because
they’re still going to be read as ones
regardless.
This is why CDs and DVDs
play back with the same quality
over and over,
er while cassettes and
er,
VHS tapes degrade over time no
matter how well you take care of
them. This is also why it hardly
even matters how expensive the
HDMI or DVI cable you use is.
The signal is digital, and will be
exactly the same whether it’s transmitted over a Monster HDMI
cable or a no-name cheapie purchased for less than $10.
So, if someone tries to push you
to purchase one of those cables,
politely decline.
Many retailers only
ly carry the
high-end cables since they have
such a high profit margin, hoping that consumers will be too
impatient to look elsewhere or will
be scared of getting an “inferior”
cable.
Just think, though, of how many
extra HD-DVD or Blu-Ray movies you could buy with the $80
you’ll save.

Sunday

A.P. HÄGLER

cable, as well.
If you purchased your new console or player at a retailer like
Best Buy,
Buy chances are that a clerk
tried to sell you a nice Monster
Cable HDMI cable or DVI cable.
This would have cost you at least
$99.99, which probably seemed
like a lot of money. And, if you
wanted digital surround sound,
you were probably shown a nice
Monster optical cable, adding even
more to the total cost.
“But it’s a Monster Cable!
They’re awesome!” the clerk might
have told you.
He’s right... in a sense. Monster
Cables really do use the highest
quality materials and are guaranteed for life. The problem is, you
don’t necessarily need the highest
quality metals in your cables.
The reason is this: When dealing with DVI and HDMI connections and digital surround audio
connections, you are working with
a “digital” signal, as opposed to the
“analog” signal carried by component video cables and standard
audio cables.
When working with an analog
signal, the single greatest factor
in determining the quality of the
signal that reaches your TV or
speakers is called the “signal to
noise ratio.” This is a measurement
of how strong the signal is relative
to the background “static.” This
ratio is affected greatly by several

1

Thursday

‘W
‘Would
y like
you
ik HDMI with that?’
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Hangar 9 — Open Mic

6

Shryock
ry
ryock
Auditorium — Stars of
Altgeld

7

Shryock
ry
ryock
Auditorium — The
Montana Repertory Theater Presents:
esents:
Neil Simon’s ‘Lost In Yonkers
Y
’
Houlihan’s — Six String Ride
Longbranch Coffeehouse
Evolution (open mic)

8

Hangar 9 — Head for
f the Hills
PK’s — County Lines

9
Friday

TECHNOLOGY CORNER

Saturday

P

Gloria Bode says tomorrow we’ll
give you a little bit of country
and a little rock ‘n’ roll
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Hangar 9 — Coal Train
PK’s — Panacea

10
Hangar 9 — Coal Train
PK’s — Panacea
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by Glenn McCoy

The Duplex

By Linda Black

Girls and Sports

by Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

John and the Giraffe

by Marc Chyba

Today’s Birthday (03-01-07). You’re
the brains behind the operation this
year. Don’t tell everybody what you’re
thinking. They’ll judge you by your
results. They don’t ever have to know
how you come up with your ideas. In private, use prayer, meditation and requests
for miracles.
To get the advantage, check the day’s
rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most
challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) - Today is
a 7 - You’re very attractive now but you
don’t feel very much like working. This
is not necessarily bad, if you’ve already
finished your chores.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) - Today is
a 6 - The fun part of this project is you’re
gaining as you spend. Invest in a place
you can live now, and turn it into money
later.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) - Today is
a 6 - You’ll have more time to study now;
so don’t waste it running around. Have
the pizza delivered and get back to work.
Cancer (June 22-July 22) - Today is
an 8 - You can go shopping, but only
get things that make your future more
secure. In other words, buy things that
will ultimately reduce your expenses.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Today is a 7
- Don’t spend a lot, but do show everybody your appreciation. It means more
to them than you know, but you’ll learn
as you go along. Besides, it’s fun.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Today is a
5 - Keep thinking about the reward you’ll
give yourself, when this project’s done.
Don’t wait around for somebody else’s
praise. Take care of your own.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - Today is a
7 - A remarkable discovery disrupts your
work routine. Make a change in priorities. Set aside what you were doing, for
now.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21 - Today is a
7 - Provide the necessary services with a
smile and a friendly manner. Others want
to pay even more than you’re asking for.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Today
is a 7 - You’re getting closer to solving
the mystery. Keep it to yourself. Others
want to know what you know, but they
aren’t all on your team.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Today is
a 7 - Don’t talk about your wins or losses
yet, you’re not finished. You’re in a position to spend more than you have. If you
do that, be careful.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Today is
a 7 - Training a helper at first seems to
cost you more than it’s worth. Don’t give
up, this turns out to be a good long-term
investment.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today is
an 8 - There’s more work coming in, and
this time you’re ready for it. You have a
routine in place that will make the load
easier to process, and more profitable.
(c) 2007, TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES INC.
Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune

by nikki proctor

College and Cats

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

Sudoku

By Michael Mepham

NAPCI
Level: 1

2

3

4

Complete the grid so each row, column and 3-by3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit 1 to
9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.

©2007 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

TALNS

Solution
puzzle
Solution to
to Wednesday’s
Monday’s puzzle

YERSEG
www.jumble.com

DIZAWR
Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

Answer here:
Yesterday’s
Yesterday’s
Sudoku on your cell phone. Enter 783658.com in your mobile Web browser. Get a free game!
© 2007 Michael Mepham. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.

1/2/07

“

”

(Answers tomorrow)
Jumbles: HAZEL
POKER VERVE
CHAFF HARROW
TRUSTY
CROTCH
Jumbles:
RADISH
What the
the girl
tailor
to they
measure
the bagpiper
Answer: What
gotused
when
frolicked
in the
Answer:
for his —
kilt“WAVES”
— “SCOTCH”
TAPE
ocean
IN HER
HAIR
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Tatum is the fifth Saluki to win
the MVC Player of the Year award.
The other four are Mike Glenn,
Ashraf Amaya, Chris Carr and
Darren Brooks, who won it twice.
“The thing I’m most happy about
is knowing that I worked as hard
as those guys that got that award,”
Tatum said.
The Player of the Year vote is
believed to be the closest in MVC
history. Tatum garnered 70 points in
the voting, edging Creighton’s Nate
Funk’s 67 points and Saluki junior
forward Randal Falker’s 65.
“How many big shots did he
hit? I would definitely give it to
him,” Falker said. “I would’ve voted
for him. If you hit big shots after
big shots and free throws after free
throws in the game in clutch situations you should probably get it, get
Player of the Year.”
Lowery said if Falker had played
more consistently at the end of the
season, Falker might have been
Player of the Year. In the Salukis’
final five games, Falker turned in two
four-point performances and one
five-point game.
Falker completed the regular season with 13.1 points per game. His
7.6 rebounds per game ranked third
in the MVC and his 2.13 blocks per
game led the conference.
“He was a big part of what we did
this year in the conference,” Tatum
said. “He’s going to continue to be
a big part of this program until he
graduates.”
Tatum and Falker were also
named to the All-MVC First Team
along with Blake Ahearn of Missouri
State and Creighton’s Funk and
Anthony Tolliver.
scott_mieszala@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 269

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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Junior left fielder Dean
Cademartori added a homerun and
four RBI in the contest as well.
Callahan said he was happy
with how Kelly responded to being
moved up in the order.
“I’m very pleased with Mark
Kelly,” Saluki coach Dan Callahan
said. “It’s not every day you see
someone get five hits in a game.”
SIU trailed the Skyhawks (1-6)
by a run until a three-run outburst
by the Salukis in the top of the third
inning.
Unearned runs cost freshman
pitcher Tyler Choate his first win
as a starting pitcher but sophomore

J AKE L OCKARD ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Randal Falker grabs a rebound during the Feb. 24 game against
Evansville. Falker was named the Valley’s Defensive MVP.

DEFENSE
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The interaction on defense between
the guards and Falker, Mullins said, is
a two-way street.
“Randal always saves us, me and
Tony, when the guards get past us,”
Mullins said. “We help Randal sometimes in the post or make it hard for
the guards to get the ball in the post,
so we definitely feed off of each other
defensively.”
Lowery said there were a number of reasons that Falker deserved
Defensive MVP that did not show up
in the box score.
“He’s the backbone of our defense
and he probably led the league in
charges taken,” Lowery said.
“So not only does he block shots
and really play strong post D, but he
also takes a lot of charges and that’s
stuff that doesn’t show up, as far as
stats are concerned, but we keep track
Danny Wells came in to bail him
out in a fourth-inning jam.
Wells pitched 2.1 scoreless
innings, allowing one hit while
striking out one to earn his first victory of the season.
When Wells left after the sixth
inning, four Saluki pitchers combined for three shutout innings
while scattering four hits.
“We had an opportunity to use
some different guys and it wasn’t
always beautiful,” Callahan said.
“There were some guys better than
others.”
Skyhawks starting pitcher Jacob
Smothers was chased after allowing five runs on six hits over four
innings.
The Tennessee-Martin bullpen

of it as coaches.”
The Salukis garnered other awards,
as Mullins, junior forward Matt Shaw
and senior guard Jamaal Tatum were
named to the MVC All-Academic
Team. Tatum is also on the ESPN The
Magazine Academic All-American
Second Team.
Mullins and Tatum were on the
Valley’s first team, while Shaw is an
honorable mention.
“It’s very important because we do
have very smart kids,” Lowery said.
“It shows what type of kids that we’re
recruiting.”
Sophomore
guard
Wesley
Clemmons was named to the MVC
All-Bench Team after averaging 3.2
points per game and 2.7 rebounds per
game. In the last six games, Clemmons
shot 46.7 percent from the floor and
92.3 percent from the free throw line.
scott_mieszala@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 269

didn’t fare much better against the
Salukis, allowing eight runs in five
innings.
The Skyhawks’ leadoff hitter,
second baseman Chad Green, was
a bright spot for Tennessee-Martin,
going 3-for-5 with two stolen
bases.
“He put a little pressure on us,”
Callahan said. “What our offense
did was, they put us in a situation
where it was a little more comfortable.”
The Salukis begin a three-game
series at home against Northern
Illinois at 2 p.m. Friday in at Abe
Martin Field.
matt_hartwig@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 256
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Saluki Insider
Former heavyweight champion Evander Holyfield, Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim
outfielder Gary Matthews Jr. and Jose Canseco were the latest in a long line of athletes
linked to steroids. How would you react if your favorite athlete was found to be using
steroids?

SCOTT MIESZALA
scott_mieszala@
dailyegyptian.com

“Good question, because who is going to
name Matthews Jr., Holyfield or Canseco as
their favorite athlete? It’s too early to condemn
these guys — well, except Canseco, because
he’s an admitted user. On second thought,
I’m sure there are plenty who would name
Holyfield as their favorite athlete.”

“I wonder what happens if these
allegations are true. If they are, then boy
did the Angels get screwed. They already
forked over way too much money for a
middle-of-the-pack centerfielder whose one
good season came in his contract year. Gary
Matthews Jr. is getting paid $50 million over
five years. Ouch.”

JOSH JOHNSTON
jstone59@siu.edu

MATT HARTWIG
matt_hartwig@
dailyegyptian.com

“It’s hard to say. Sammy Sosa was the
guy who brought my attention back to
baseball back in ’98 and he has been linked to
steroids for a while. I don’t condone the use of
performance enhancing drugs, but until Barry
Bonds or someone of that caliber is proved to
have used steroids, I guess I won’t know how to
react until it happens.”

SALUKI TRACKER
TROY HUDSON

Former Saluki Troy Hudson,
now of the NBA’s Minnesota
Timberwolves, on Tuesday
played in his first game since
Feb. 5. In the Timberwolves’ 9165 loss to the Dallas Mavericks,
Hudson played four minutes and
attempted a 3-pointer, which
he missed. In the Feb. 5 game,
a 105-77 loss to the Houston
Rockets, Hudson shot 2-of-5
from the floor and added two
rebounds and five assists in nine
minutes of playing time.

Do you have questions for
the Saluki Banter that you
want answered?
E-mail de_editor@dailyegyptian.com
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Saluki softball player Alicia Garza prepares to bunt the ball during practice Wednesday afternoon at
Charlotte West Stadium. The team is ranked No. 20 in the nation in the USA Today/NFCA poll.

SOFTBALL

Salukis among the elite
SIU ranked No. 20
in nation in poll
Jeff Engelhardt
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The SIU softball team is proving it is a force to be reckoned
with.
The Salukis (12-3) have tied
their highest ranking in school history, as the USA Today/NFCA
poll released Tuesday ranked the
Salukis No. 20.
The Salukis have been ranked
No. 20 only three times prior to
this week.
SIU is also ranked No. 22 in
the ESPN.com/USA Softball poll.
SIU has only been ranked in both
polls six times in school history.
The Salukis had a quick rise to the
top 25 after being ranked in the 30s
in the preseason poll.
SIU coach Kerri Blaylock said
the Salukis do not focus on the
rankings, though.
“It’s nice for the kids and the
program,” she said. “Honestly, I
don’t worry about it.”
SIU had high expectations
going into this season after finishing third in the Missouri Valley
Conference in 2006 with a 35-13

overall record. The Salukis also
SIU was also able to pick up
appeared in their fourth straight wins against Auburn, 3-2, and No.
NCAA tournament.
20 Florida State, 4-1. The Salukis
SIU’s key players include 2006 finished the tournament with a 4-1
MVC Pitcher of the Year Cassidy record.
Scoggins, All-MVC First Team
Scoggins said she was happy
outfielder Krystal Stein and Second those wins were recognized in the
Team infielder Lauren Hass.
ranking.
The Salukis also have leadership
“I think (the ranking) is awein senior pitcher Ashley Hamby and some,” Scoggins said. “It shows
senior catcher Amanda Clifton.
how hard we have worked.”
This season is only three weeks
The early success for the Salukis
old, but the Salukis have already has been in large part due to Hamby
beaten some of the
and sophomore Katie
best teams in the
Wagner.
nation.
is 7-1 with
think we’re really 59 Hamby
SIU’s rise in
strikeouts and an
the rankings began
confident. Deep earned run average of
when it competed
0.98, while Wagner
down, I know we
in the Crowne Plaza
leads the team with a
Classic to open the
can beat any team .361 batting average
season.
and 11 RBI.
no matter who
The
Salukis
The Salukis look
captured key wins
to build off their
they are.
against Indiana, 6— Cassidy Scoggins early success as the
senior pitcher season goes on, and
2, and an upset over
then No. 5 Louisiana
Scoggins said she
State, 8-5.
thinks this team has great potenThe Salukis were able to carry tial.
the momentum going into the
“I think we’re really confident,”
NFCA Leadoff Classic from Feb. she said. “Deep down, I know we
23-25. The first day of the tourna- can beat any team no matter who
ment brought wins against North they are.”
Carolina, 3-2, and five-time defendjeff_engelhardt@dailyegyptian.com
ing Colonial Athletic Association
536-3311 ext. 238
champion Hofstra, 1-0.
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Joining the elite:
Softball team ranked
No. 20 in nation, page 15

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
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Salukis rake in awards
Tatum named
MVC Player
of the Year
Scott Mieszala
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Jamaal Tatum had a decision to
make last summer: accept an internship or stay in Carbondale and work
out with his teammates.
The senior guard opted to stay
at SIU with the team for the summer, and the extra work has paid
off with a regular season Missouri
Valley Conference championship for
the Salukis and the 2007 Larry Bird
MVC Player of the Year for Tatum.
Tatum said the team’s success as
a whole and his individual honors go
hand-in-hand.
“(SIU) coach (Chris Lowery)
always talks about when the team
does well, individuals do well,” Tatum
said. “That was a prime example of it.
“I think it’s more of a team award
than it is a personal award because if
we don’t win the Valley, then I definitely don’t win Player of the Year.”
Tatum finished the regular season
with 14.5 points per game, sixth
highest in the Valley, shooting 43.1
percent from the floor and 40.1 percent from deep.
He also averaged 2.9 rebounds
per game and 2.4 assists per game.
Tatum hit a number of big shots
for the Salukis throughout the season, as Lowery has said Tatum has
sank a number of pro’s shots, including a pull-up baseline jumper in
SIU’s Feb. 17 win at Butler.
A change in his workout habits
led to Tatum’s heightened intensity
and mental toughness, he said, even
going against his mother’s advice.
“I did stuff just to see how far I
could push myself, like getting up in
the morning when I had the whole
day off when classes hadn’t even
started yet,” Tatum said.
“I would just get up in the morning, super early, just to test myself
to see if I could do it, just do it for
no reason, go outside when it was
scorching and my mom’s like, ‘Don’t
do it, don’t do it, you’re going to have
a heatstroke.’”
See TATUM, Page 14
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Jamaal Tatum celebrates after dunking in the Salukis’ win over Evansville Feb.24. Tatum was named 2007 Missouri Valley Conference
Player of the Year.

SIU dominates MVC defensive honors
Scott Mieszala
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Three Salukis were named to
the Missouri Valley Conference
All-Defensive First Team Tuesday
— senior guard Tony Young, sophomore guard Bryan Mullins and
junior forward Randal Falker.
“I just felt we had a bunch of
guys who could’ve gotten on it, but
we’ll take three out of five,” SIU
coach Chris Lowery said. “I think
the league respects what we do and
we do it very well.”
The Salukis allow 56.2 points

‘‘H

e’s the backbone of
our defense and he
probably led the league
in charges taken.
— Chris Lowery
SIU head coach

per game defensively, best in the
MVC and fourth in the nation,
and Falker was named the Valley’s
Defensive MVP on the strength of
a conference-best 2.13 blocks per
game.

“We knew he was going to win
it. He leads the league in blocks and
he guards everybody’s best inside
guy,” Lowery said. “But if you ask
Bryan or Tony, they’ll probably say
they deserve to be defensive player
of the year, too. We’re just happy
for him.”
After tallying 64 blocked shots
this season, Falker is third all-time
at SIU with 141 blocks. The leader
is Joe C. Meriweather, who notched
164 in his career with the Salukis.
Falker said blocking shots is
something he’d rather do than
guard the opponent’s ball handler,

as Mullins normally does.
“I’m appreciative not to do what
he does,” Falker said. “I’ll block a
few shots if I don’t have to guard
the ball full court.”
Mullins was eighth in the MVC
with 1.3 steals per game, with Young
tied for ninth averaging 1.27. Young
has recorded 38 steals this season,
moving him into sixth all-time at
SIU with 164 steals. Lowery is fifth
with 169, and Mullins has recorded
133 in two years as a Saluki, good
for seventh in SIU history.
See DEFENSE, Page 14

BASEBALL

Batmen return
Salukis win sixth after offensive surge
Matt Hartwig
DAILY EGYPTIAN
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Mark Kelly avoids a tag by sliding into first base Feb. 23 in the Salukis’ win over Central Michigan. The
Salukis had a 12-5 win over Tennessee-Martin on Wednesday.

The SIU baseball team’s offense
has been stuck in neutral this season up until Wednesday’s game at
Tennessee-Martin.
In the first mid-week matinee of
the 2007 season, the Saluki offense
torched the Skyhawks’ pitching staff

for 12 runs on 17 hits — both season
highs — as SIU defeated TennesseeMartin 12-5 at Skyhawk Field.
Sophomore catcher Mark Kelly
led the Salukis’ (7-3) offensive
onslaught with three RBI. He finished 5-for-6 with a double, four
singles and a run scored.
See BASEBALL, Page 14

